ON CAPITOL HILL 


Dole Requests 
Affirmative 
Action Hearings 

Senate Majority Leader Rob- 
ert J. Dole (R-Kan.) called on 
chairmen of committees with ju- 
risdiction over affirmative action 
programs to hold hearings on the 
programs, including whether 
there are “other, more equitable 
ways to expand opportunities” 
for minorities and women. 

Dole, who earlier ordered a 
review of all federal programs, 
rules and orders that grant pref- 
erences to individuals on the ba- 
sis of race, gender or other fac- 
tors, did not propose any 
specific changes. 

Instead, he asked Labor and 
Human Resources Committee 
Chairman Nancy Landon Kasse- 
baum (R-Kan.) and Small Busi- 
ness Committee Chairman 
Christopher S. Bond (R-Mo.) to 
hold wide-ranging hearings on 
programs within their panel’s 
purview. “The bottom line is 
that no federal program should 
be immune from congressional 
scrutiny,” he said. 

In letters to the two senators, 
Dole suggested that the hearings 
cover such questions as whether 
original purposes of the pro- 
grams have been achieved, 
whether the programs have “op- 
erated to discriminate on the ba- 
sis of race or ethnic background" 
and whether the government 
should be “in the business of 
‘presuming’ that members of 
certain racial and ethnic groups 
are ‘socially disadvantaged.’ ” 

A key question in both letters 
asked whether there are “other, 
more equitable, ways to expand 
opportunity for all Americans, 
without resorting to strategies 
that rely on providing preferenc- 
es for individuals simply because 
they belong to certain groups.” 

In the House, the Small Busi- 
ness Committee held a hearing 
yesterday on minority contract 
set-asides, and the Judiciary 
Committee plans to hold hear- 
ings on civil rights enforcement 
by the Justice Department. 

— Helen Dewar 
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'Corporate Pork' Diet 

■ Efforts to reduce “corporate 
pork” were given a boost yes- 
terday when think tanks from 
the political right, center and 
left endorsed proposals for sub- 


stantial reductions in govern- 
ment subsidies and tax breaks * 
for corporations and other spe- 
cial interests. 

The Progressive Policy Insti- 
tute, a centrist think tank once 
closely allied with President 
Clinton, unveiled a list of pro- 
posed reductions totaling $265 
billion over five years that 
would affect industries ranging 
from agribusiness, timber and 
mining to aerospace, transpor- 
tation and energy. 

PPI also proposed restricting 
the amount most homeowners < 
could write off in mortgage in- 
terest deductions. The proposal 
would save an estimated $20 
billion by disallowing interest ’ 
write-offs on home mortgages 
worth more than $300,000. 

The current mortgage ceiling is 
$1 million. 

The Cato Institute, a conser- 
vative think tank highly influen- 
tial among congressional Re- 
publicans, endorsed the PPI 
proposals and released a de- 
tailed hit list of its own that 
would reduce special-interest 
spending and tax subsidies by an 
estimated $86 billion a year. 
Stephen Moore, director of fis- 
cal policy studies at Cato, said 
during a Capitol Hill conference 
sponsored by PPI that “there’s 
very little I can disagree with” 
in the PPI plan. 

Robert Greenstein, executive 
director of the liberal Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities, al- 
so blessed the PPI proposals 
during the conference. Green- 
stein noted that while House W 
Republicans last week approved 
deep cuts in current spending 
for programs primarily benefit- 
ing low-income families, they 
"barely nicked” corporate subsi- ; 1 

dies. 

Labor Secretary Robert B. * 

Reich, a prominent critic of 
“corporate pork,” hailed the ; 

work of PPI and Cato and urged 
congressional Republican lead- 
ers to implement some of the 
recommendations. 

“Republicans have been 
wielding a butcher knife on 
housing assistance, child nutri- 
tion, summer jobs for kids and 
other programs for people who 
don’t have high-priced lobbyists 
looking out for their interests,” 

Reich said. “It’s high time they 
took a hard look at aid for high- 
priced corporations.” 

— Eric Pianin 
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